BUCKINGHAM
will be no less than to leap from trouble to ease, from sadness to mirth, nay, from hell to heaven. My thoughts are only bent upon having my dear Dad and Master's legs soon in my arms.5 But in the midst of all his joy he still had the miserable sense of frustration: 'Sir, I'll bring all things with me you have desired, except the Infanta, which hath almost broken my heart, because yours, your son's and the nation's honour is touched by the miss of it: but since it is their fault here, and not ours, we will bear it the better.' * It may well be imagined that this intimately personal letter from the one whom he adored with so strong a passion would produce in James a mood of melting clemency and a violent impatience to see his gay, inconsequent and singularly lovable young favourite once more. Unfortunately, the Spanish proceedings had not revealed to James the patent fact that whilst his Steenie might be the most excellent of courtiers, the gayest and most endearing of companions, his abilities as a statesman and diplomatist were strangely lacking. It was misfortune, rather than fortune, for Buckingham that, upon his return, his royal master's weakness allowed him to wield a power for which he was by nature totally unqualified.
In the meantime, Charles was busy making his adieux to the ever polite Spaniards. September gth was the official date fixed for their departure, and on August sgth the formal leave taking took place. The King wore deep black to express his professed sorrow at the Prince's departing, whilst the Prince himself maintained a similar sobriety by wearing no jewels. So great was the surge of spectators that the guard had to be called into action to keep them back. The Queen, the Infanta, and all the court ladies were present, and the Prince first took his leave of the Infanta privately in French, without the services of an interpreter,
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